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Saint John’s Anglican Church, Ancaster 
 

Order of Service 

 

Sunday Reflections and Prayers of the People 
Sunday, August 29, 2021 

       Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
Prelude  Interlude                                                        Denis Bédard 

  

 

The Gathering of the Community 

 

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

     and the love of God, 

      and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

     be with you all. 

People           And also with you. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant       Let us pray.    Silence is kept. 

             

Celebrant       Author and Giver of all good things, 

All graft in our hearts the love of your name, increase in us 

true religion, nourish us in all goodness, and of your 

great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.  

People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Celebrant Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come 

from Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of 

his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without 

washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 

unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the 

tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the 

market unless they wash it; and there are also many other 
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traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and 

bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 

‘Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the 

elders, but eat with defiled hands?’ He said to them, ‘Isaiah 

prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

“This people honours me with their lips, but their hearts are far 

from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts 

as doctrines.” You abandon the commandment of God and hold 

to human tradition.’  

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, 

all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person 

that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 

what defile.’ For it is from within, from the human heart, that 

evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 

avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 

folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a 

person.’  

 Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

  

Celebrant   The Gospel of Christ.  

People   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily/ 

Reflection     The Reverend Canon Joseph Asselin   

 

Hymn  “O God, Unseen Yet Ever Near”                    Tune; St. Flavian                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Prayers of the People 

 

 Celebrant     Let  us pray.    Silence is kept. 

 

We need to be careful never to replace the timeless commands of 

God with man-made traditions. 

 

  Our God is the source of all holiness; with the needs of the 

Church and the world close to our hearts, let us pray to the only 

one who can renew and redeem. 

 

 Father, we are all too aware of our temptation to place our trust 

in rules and traditions, and we long for you to release in the 

Church such a desire to serve the living God that nothing is 
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allowed to get in the way of that. 

 

Celebrant  Into your hands, O Lord: 

All we commit the future. 

 

Celebrant Father, we recognise in ourselves the universal dangerous wants 

and cravings which are cultivated because they make money. 

Give us universally such a loathing of evil that there is 

international co-operation and individual responsibility in 

fighting it and building one another up in love. 

 

Celebrant Into your hands, O Lord: 

All we commit the future. 

 

 

Celebrant                Father, may our homes, schools and churches reflect and 

                                engender the Godly values of mutual care, respect and 

                                responsibility, of integrity and forgiveness.              

 

 

Celebrant Into your hands, O Lord: 

All we commit the future. 

 

Celebrant Father, we stand alongside all who are hurting in body, mind or 

spirit; all who need courage, support or practical help. Make us 

willing to become part of your answer to our prayers for them. 

 

Celebrant Into your hands, O Lord: 

All we commit the future. 

 

Celebrant  Father, as Lord of both time and eternity, we commit to our 

keeping those who have died to this life; that, freed from all 

pain, and forgiven, they may live in the peace and joy of heaven. 

 

Celebrant Into your hands, O Lord: 

All we commit the future. 

 

Celebrant Father, write your Law of love on our hearts and send us 

glowing with thankfulness through the week ahead. 

 

Celebrant  Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Celebrant   And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to 

say, 

All              Our Father, who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread. 

     And forgive us our trespasses, 

                      as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

            And lead us not into temptation, 

                       but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom,  

    the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing    

 

Celebrant May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 

defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

 All    Amen. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Dismissal 

 

Leader  Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude  Finale (from Magnificat Primi Toni)                 D. Buxtehude      

   Recorded on the Bader Organ (1642), Zutphen, Holland                   

 

Territorial Acknowledgement 

Saint John's Church acknowledges that the land upon which we gather is the 

traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe. This territory is 

covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is directly adjacent to Haldimand Treaty 
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territory. We seek a new relationship with the Original Peoples of this land, one 

based in honour and deep respect. 


